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“When you leave this place and go
back to your homes — whether that
be across the bridge, across the

_country or across the seas — we want
you to feel part of an unstoppable
movement for change.”

— Anna Brown OAI\/I,'CEO of Equality Australia
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The biggest LGBTQIA+ human rights
conference the world has ever seen

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras
won the InterPride bid in 2019 and
four years later WorldPride came to
Australia on Gadigal country with
amission to GATHER, DREAM and
AMPLIFY.

LGBTQIA+ communities and their
allies staged a 17-day festival of pride,
the centrepiece of which was the
Human Rights Conference.

Over three days people heard from
human rights defenders and activists
at the coalface of making change,

UN experts, First Nations elders,
federal and state ministers and
parliamentarians from around the
world, academics, and community and
business leaders on the key human
rights issues facing LGBTQIA+ people.

Local and international press
coverage brought the struggles
faced by rainbow communities into
people’s homes in Australia and
across the world.

Australian governments used

the platform to make significant
announcements that will drive
change for LGBTQIA+ people on
the ground both at home and in our
region.

Caucuses, receptions and multi-
lateral meetings connected
policymakers and administrators
with the leaders of our movement,
building momentum for change the
world over.

This landmark event set a new
standard, particularly in its design
and creation. During a six-month
consultation process more than a
thousand people from around the

globe shared their ideas and insights

to help shape the program.

Developed by a coalition of leading
human rights and health groups,
First Nations and Pacific leaders
and an International Advisory
Board, the Conference steered
decision-makers, duty holders and
changemakers into the same room
and onto the same page.

Together, we elevated the voices that
matter most and helped build our
vision for the future while developing
the strategies, skills and connections
torealise it.



3 days

+ 3 days of pre-conference
meetings and events

106

sessions

1,195

media mentions

Announcements

Federal Government

Long-term strategy and a new dedicated fund to help
LGBTQIA+ people in Asia Pacific and around the world.

Australia’s first ever

Ten-year national action plan for LGBTQIA+ health and
wellbeing and $26 million for health research.

ACT Government

Commited to protect the rights of intersex people in
medical settings.

NSW Government

Pledged to lobby the Federal Government
for LGBTQIA+ inclusion in the Census.

Commitment to ban
conversion practices.
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Objectives

— Increase awareness of the
human rights issues facing
our communities

— Build partners and allies for
change

— Grow support for LGBTQIA+
people in every corner of
the globe

— Provide attendees with
the skills, networks and
experiences so they
could return to their
local communities better
equipped to continue their
work

— Government commitments
to the human rights of
LGBTQIA+ communities

Snapshot

The Conference was open to all: activists and academics,
lawyers and law makers, as well as professionals, students
and scholars.

But above all, it was for our community and our allies.

The Conference was immersive and fast-paced, taking place
in multiple spaces across three levels of the International
Convention Centre (ICC) from March 1to 3. The program
combined inspiring keynotes, panels and roundtables

with interactive workshops, performances and facilitated
networking events.

Collectively, we celebrated the wins, regenerated from the
losses and organised for the challenges ahead.

Presenters

There were 227 local and international presenters, including LGBTQIA+
campaigners and activists, First Nations leaders and elders, policy and law
makers, elected officials, lawyers and judges, philanthropists, researchers and
academics.

Icons of our movements, pride leaders and advocates inspired and educated,
including grass roots campaigners, trans and gender diverse advocates

and clinicians, intersex activists, actors and performers, leaders from faith
communities, the union movement and business.

They came from all corners of the globe, from the Caribbean and North
America to Europe, Asia, the Middle East, Pacific and sub-Saharan Africa.

227 43 6

Presenters Countries Continents
and facilitators

85 41 26 101

Presenters from Presenters from Presenters Presenters from
Global North

Global South Asia Pacific Australia

l’gﬁ' ,




* survey responses
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sessions

welcoming speeches,
remarks and addresses

regional spotlights

keynotes and other presentations

celebrity fireside chat

facilitated audience Q&A sessions

panels

lightning presentations

workshops

roundtables and
networking sessions

performances

short films



The Journey

7
p’ty THER"

The world we want to create

Changemakers shared their vision for the future,
unpacking experiences, comparing lived realities and
identifying barriers, challenges and opportunities to
realising a common dream of a better, more equal world.

The day opened with welcomes from traditional owners, our
hosts and all levels of government, followed by leaders of
our movement from across the globe, including a powerful
keynote from UN expert Victor Madrigal-Borloz. Breakout
sessions focussed on key areas such as the right to health,
intersectionality and inclusion, rainbow families, digital
security and First Nations justice.

The Commonwealth Attorney-General Mark Dreyfus MP
KC, Foreign Affairs Minister Senator Penny Wong, Health
Minister Mark Butler, Assistant Health Minister Ged Kearny,
Indigenous Affairs Minister Linda Burney and ACT Chief
Minister Andrew Barr spoke of their support for LGBTQIA+
communities and made a number of ground-breaking
announcements and commitments.

The afternoon plenary explored the struggle for
decolonisation, the sexual and gender diversity of First
Nations peoples in Asia Pacific and ended with a powerful
call to action for justice, recognition and self-determination
for Indigenous peoples.
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Panels centred on case studies and examples of best practice. Facilitated
roundtables and networking sessions fostered knowledge, sharing and
connection. Skills-based workshops equipped participants with the
practical tools necessary to effect change.

EU Commissioner for Equality Helena Dali and Asian Development Bank
representative Ambassador Chantale Wong opened the day with positive and
practical examples of effecting change through regional institutions, followed
by personal case studies and a panel discussion on the crucial issue of faith.
Powerful performances and a panel discussion highlighted the progress made
by the trans and intersex movements in their struggle for bodily autonomy.

Change makers were recruited to run facilitated roundtable discussions on
diverse topics ranging from workers’ rights, inclusive schools, domestic and
sexual violence, to yarning about healthcare. Leaders in their fields delivered
practical workshops in essential areas for activists such as messaging,
movement building, strategic litigation and UN mechanisms.

In panels we heard from global leaders about examples of good practice

and case studies to build a stronger pride movement, end HIV, protect our
communities in times of conflict and avoid pinkwashing. Our afternoon closed
with an address from leading jurist Edwin Cameron and an important discussion
between our elected officials about achieving change from within.



— Harriet Shing, the

— Edwin Cameron, Former Justice first openly lesbian Upper House
of the Constitutional Court of MP in Victorian parliament and the — Dr Timothy Jones,
South Africa, openly living with HIV Minister for Equality Associate Professor History

La Trobe University

— Crystal Hendricks, from Intersex

South Africa
—Jayne Ozanne, Founder of — Olena Shevchenko, human rights
Global Interfaith Commission defender and educator from Ukraine
on LGBT+ Lives

— Asian Development
Bank representative Chantale
Wong on being the first out lesbian
Ambassador for the US
— Amar Alfikar, an Indonesian
trans man from the Global Interfaith

— Senator Sarah McBride, the first Network

openly transgender state senator in

American history
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A call to action for participants to take what they learned over the
course of the Conference and apply it in the real world, to reflect on the
challenges ahead and how we build stronger and inclusive movements
for change. We focused on reflections and insights that could be taken
forward to build a better future for generations to come.

The last day of the conference featured voices at the intersection of politics
and art. Singer, songwriter and sexual revolutionary Peaches, together with
rising queer stars from TV, film and social media, brought new questions and
fresh perspectives to the discussion.

The global challenge of finding safety and security for displaced people was
front and centre, together with a world first panel discussion bringing together
current special envoys or ambassadors promoting LGBTQIA+ human rights.

Breakouts focussed on emerging challenges such as building inclusive
movements for gender equality, solidarity with other movements, economic
empowerment and meeting the needs of our communities as they age.

The day came to a close with a panel focussed on future challenges and
opportunities featuring key figures from our global movement, and a moving
First Nations ceremony to handover to Washington DC for WorldPride 2025



— Feminist icon and musician,
performance artist Peaches

— Rudy Jean-Rigg, non-
binary transgender host and advocate
on the role of social media

— Alba Rueda, Argentina’s
Special Envoy for sexual orrientation
and gender identity

— Lady Phil, Co-Founder UK
Black Pride

HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE REPORT

—Imam Muhsin

Hendricks

— Kenita
Placide, Executive Director of the
Eastern Caribbean Alliance for
Diversity and Equality

— Naomi Fontaos,
from the Filipino Transgender,
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, intersex, and
Queer (TLGBIQ) community

— Hon Michael Kirby,
international jurist, educator and
former justice of the High Court of
Australia

— Matt Beard,
Executive Director of global LGBTIQ+
non-profit All Out

— Irene Kuzenko, co-
founder of Intersex Russia

— Samoan Fa’afafine transwoman
Ymania Brown, Co-Secretary
General ILGA World, on cultural trans
acceptance

—Sonny Jane,
founder of the Drop In Care Space, on
being disabled and queer



Building the Conference

From the outset, the vision for the
Human Rights Conference was for
the event to be the centrepiece of
the festival and to bring together
a multiplicity of voices to make

lasting change.

Sydney WorldPride built on the
success of the Copenhagen
WorldPride Human Rights
Conference in 2021 and amassed
disparate parts of the global
movement in the southern
hemisphere for the first time.

From the moment that Sydney

Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras bid to
host WorldPride in Athens in 2019,
community organisations such as
Equality Australia and ACON were
already providing input and support
to shape a bold vision for the
conference —to shine a light on Asia
Pacific and Australia’s First Nations
community and culture.

After an open tender process
Equality Australia was appointed to
lead the curation and community
engagement, working with a coalition
of leading human rights and health
groups sub-contracted to provide
specialist advice and engage with
specific sections of the community.

Equality Australia also assembled

an International Advisory Board
comprised of representatives from
leading global LGBTQIA+ human
rights organisations and representing
a cross-section of geographic,
disciplinary and subject matter
expertise.

The Community Partners and
International Advisory Board advised
on the selection of speakers, topics
and sessions, and assisted with the
criteria and selection of scholars

as well as appropriate language
translations.
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First Nations Advisory Committee of Pride Committee of Sydney
Sydney WorldPride WorldPride

Advised on various Pride-related
aspects of the 17-day festival,
including the HRC

A

Responsible for First Nations content
and cultural aspects of Sydney
WorldPride, including the HRC

A

Community partners
— BLaQ Aboriginal Corporation
— Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual Health

International Advisory Board
— Kevin Haunui — Ti Whanawhana Trust of Aotearoa,
Aotearoa New Zealand

(APCOM) — Dr Yvette Abrahams — Feminist scholar, University of
— Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations (AFAO) Cape Town, South Africa
— LGBTIQ Health Australia — Zhan Chiam — Transgender Europe, Singapore /
- ACON Germany

— Intersex Human Rights Australia
— Disability and youth adviser Paige Burton

— DrBrenda Alegre — Trans academic, STRAP
Philippines/ University of Hong Kong

— Martin Blais — Gender studies expert, University of
Montreal, Canada

— Mauricio Albarracin-Caballero — Human Rights
Watch, Colombia

— Ruth Baldacchino — Astraea Lesbian Foundation of
Justice / Intersex Fund, Malta

— Maria Sjodin — Outright International, USA

— Lana Woolf — EdgeEffect, Fiji / Australia

— Ryan Joseph Figueiredo — Equal Asia Foundation,
Thailand

— Matt Beard — AllOut, Europe

— Kimahli Powell — Rainbow Railroad, Canada

Other Community Consultations

— Shanghai Pride — Forcibly Displaced Persons Network
— Taiwan Pride — A Gender Agenda

— ILGA Asia — Bobby Goldsmith Foundation

— ILGA Oceania — Positive Life NSW

— Oceania Pride — Switchboard VIC

— Brisbane Pride — Thorne Harbour Health

— First Nations Rainbow — Twenty10

— Black Rainbow — Australian GLBTIQ Multicultural Council
— Pride of the South — Transgender Victoria

— 2 spirits health program QLD — Transfolk WA

— Koorie Pride Victoria — Rainbow Families

— Foundation for Young Australians — Living Proud WA

— UN Youth Australia — Working It Out Tasmania

— People with Disability Australia — GRAI - GLBTIRights in Aging

— Women with Disability Australia

— Attitude Foundation And many more...

— Pacific Sexual and Diversity Gender Network



The Consultation

— Kate Wickett, CEO of Sydney WorldPride

The conference set a new benchmark in its content curation, demonstrating
the power of consultation and collaboration in promoting inclusivity and human
rights. As aresult, the content reflected the diverse needs of the LGBTQIA+
community and covered a wide range of perspectives.

The consultation process ran from December 2021 until April 2022,
and consisted of:

Responses Countries Online and
in person
— translated into French and Spanish — gathered community feedback
to cover a global audience about what would make the Human

Rights Conference engaging and
empowering, including themes,
topics, speakers and experiences

— promoted through the
SydneyWorldPride.com website,
social media, an email newsletter
and arange of LGBTQIA+
community stakeholders
and networks nationally and
internationally

L

— distributed at stalls in Melbourne’s
Midsumma Carnival and Melbourne
Pride, and at Sydney’s Fair Day
Festival



The consultation process EQIs (expressions of interest) Equality Australia also consulted

undertaken by Equality Australia were sought from individuals and with First Nations groups to ensure
was ground-breaking in its scope organisations to contribute to the the inclusion and representation of
and implementation, resulting in content and program: Indigenous voices, including those
a conference built for community, . . from the Asia Pacific region.
by community. The feedback was — 186 applications were received from
summarised in the What We Heard regions across the world, with strong
Report, in which community asked for: representation from Asia Pacific.
- Diverse delivery methods including ~ ~ 20 applications were incorporated

panel discussions, roundtables, into the final conference program.

workshops, practical training and

. — In some cases, EOl submissions were
keynote presentations

integrated with existing sessions
— Diversity of speakers and following community consultation.

representation

— Amplifying the voices of
marginalised communities such
as First Nations peoples and

people with variations in sex Region
characteristics Australia, NZ and the pacific 95
— Collaborative art pieces, = . £
installations and performances to North America 25
enhance inclusion and connection Europe 17
— Safe and accessible spaces such Africa 9
as chill out rooms, counselling and South America 5
wellbeing services Middle East 1
— Live steaming and online access Global 1
— Facilitated networking, satellite
events and pre-conference
CRUCURES Following the consultation and EOIl process, the topics most relevant to

our communities became the framework for the conference program.

~ Capacityiblildygl el They were distilled under the following themes:

sharing to build solidarity and grow
the movement

— Skills development and access to
tools and funding opportunities

Health and Wellbeing: Working together to reduce the health disparities
and systemic barriers faced by LGBTQIA+ people.

Workshops and Networking: Skills based workshops and networking
opportunities to allow participants to forge meaningful connections,
share knowledge and build our movement.

HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE REPORT 15



Regional Spotlights Theright to health Disparities in health outcomes
Barriers to gender affirming healthcare Policing and First Nations justice
Protecting trans people inprison Responding to asexual hate crimes
Embedding LGBTQIA+ rights in sustainable development = Equality in education
Digital security & LGBTQIA+ rightsin Asia = Fabulousness as a political construct
Moderating LGBTQIA+ expression online

Beauty pageants achieving positive change in the Pacific

Threats to trans and gender diverse inclusion in sport

Humanrights violations against athletes with variations of sex characteristics
Tackling homophobia and biphobiain sport | Recognition and support for rainbow families
Claiming our space: resisting racism, erasure and ableism in our movement
Community responses to mental health challenges

Resourcing LGBTQIA+ movements for success

Protecting the rights of intersex people in medical settings

De-colonisation, Sovereignty and First Nations Justice in Asia Pacific

Making regional institutions work for our communities

Keeping the faith: Creating an affirming future

Working with National Human Rights institutions
How can corporates move beyond pinkwashing?

Building inclusive educational institutions




A collective response to sexual violence Yarning about healthcare success stories

Pride across the globe: protest and international solidarity

People first: how community can accelerate the end of HIV transmission

Say What You're For: Messaging for Trans Equality in the Face of Right-Wing Attacks

Best practices in strategic litigation = Movement building across the globe

Leveraging the UN Human Rights system to effect positive change for LGBTQIA+ communities
Community wellbeing and trauma informed practice

Protecting LGBTQIA+ people in war zones and conflict situations |  Beyond pinkwashing

Fireside Chat with Peaches = Representation and rights: achieving change from within
Failure to act: the impact of the global refugee crisis on displaced LGBTQIA+ people
What is a Special Envoy and why do we all need one?
Advancing laws for LGBTQIA+ equality in Asia Pacific
Strengthening our movements: solidarity and intersectionality
Ageing fabulously: meeting the needs of our ageing communities
Building an intersectional and inclusive movement for gender equality
Ending conversion practices: a global conversation

Workplace inclusion: threats and opportunities

Inclusion squared: breaking down barriers surrounding the LGBTQIA+ disability community

International human rights law: achieving outcomes for our communities

We are the rainbow: intersectionality and collaboration for LGBTQIA+ children’s rights

LGBTQIA+ representation in popular culture and film/TV |} Address on behalf of the 78’ers
The road ahead for our movements [ NIDA choir performance

HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE REPORT



Media, Audience and Engagement

Pride rights conference hailed

Australia in push for LGBTQ rights

A

Coverage by Media Type Potential Audience Reach
Total mentions by media type over the Cumulative potential audience reach by media
selected coverage period. type for the selected coverage period.
\ \ \ \
Online: 527 (441%) Online
\
Radio: 347 (29%) Radio
\
TV: 268 (22.4%) TV
\
Print: 44 (3.7%) Print
\
Magazine: 9 (0.8%) Magazine
\
0 20,000,000 40,000,000
1,195 media mentions over 90 days 54,806,457 over 90 days

*from Streem report, Jan 1to March 31,2023

136

Media accredited
for the event

"TERNATICNAL
MNVENTION
ATRE




Audience

@ @ &

2,000 1,200 3,510*

In person Online viewers on SWP livestream Views on ABC iview
platform *this continues to grow

Attendee countries of origin

@ Inperson
@ Virtual
@ Both

?ﬂx‘v A
&)

Capacity in which people attended the conference*

student
Sydney WorldPride Scholar
academic artist
researcher sportsperson creative

LGBTQIA+ community member
activist advocate

faith leader P rofeSSio n al

religious leader

business representative corporate representative

*data from post-conference survey
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Audience

Sexual orientation* Gender*

[ Gay or lesbian 0 Man or male
Bisexual Woman or female
[ Heterosexual & Non-binary
@ Different term! B Different term'
Don’t know Don’t know
@ Prefer not to say @ Prefer not to say
1. Queer, Asexual, Trixic, Pansexual, Takatapui, 1. Faatama, Faafafine, Akava'ine, Agender, Polygender,
Omnisexual, Ace. Vakasalewalewa, Binabinaine, Fakafifine, GenderQueer,

¢ et e os G P DR Takatapui, Two-Spirit, Queer, Polygender, Vakasalewalewa.

* data from post-conference survey

Of the participants who completed the post-conference survey, almost 3% were born with a variation of sex
characteristics and about 30%* of people identified as trans and gender diverse.

* This includes non-binary and different gender descriptors including cultural terms

Ethnic or cultural identity*

Ngarrindjeri Cherokee

Chinese Indonesian
G - L ] a -
Australian Aboriginal L crman Anglophone  Fili pino Canadian

Wauringu BritiSh Tongan JeWiSh Indian  American

Norfolk Islander

Au St r a l i a Indonesian P

Anglo Australian

: Indo-Fijian KIW' Samoan Eastern Europe
Kin ]
Armenian Christian Anglo Whlte Queerpékehé
Colom.bla Itau kei - Scottish Aboriginal Bundjalung
Anglo-Celtic [ ]

Brown Irish
« Caucasian Anglo Saxon

A" Aboriginal First Nations eririh
kaurna  [Maori Chinese Greek-Australian

*data from post-conference survey

Attendees also identified as*

0 Yes
No
) Don't know
B Prefer not to say

A person of faith




Engagement

1110 1138 Multiple

Downloads of the Sydney WorldPride Participants used Slido Viewing parties around the world
Human Rights Conference app to ask questions including foreign embassies,
law firms and remote
First Nations communities

Satisfaction

o Of participants ® 6 ¢ 6 6 6 o o o
achieved some or all of
o their goals in attending ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' '
the Conference.

Attendees agreed or strongly agreed they left the Conference with:

3% 3% 81% 89% 73

V J o
New skills or New connections Better understanding  Better understanding  Better understanding
knowledge to use in of the challenges of the challenges of the experiences
their advocacy facing LGBTQIA+ facing LGBTQIA+ of First Nations
people in Asia and people globally peoples of diverse
the Pacific sexual orientations,

gender identities
and variations in sex
characteristics

“Truly the best conference | have
attended in my professional life. It
was inspiring and informative and
has changed both my work and
personal engagement.”

“Speakers were elegant, expert and
engaging”

“laccessed the conference online
in another state and felt like | was
there.”

*survey responses
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An Immersive Experience

The Conference provided an opportunity for
important discussion and organising at events
around the main three-day program.

The first-ever convening on LGBTIQ+
funding in Australia, Asia and the
Pacific was organised by Global
Philanthropy Project, in partnership
with Aurora and GiveOUT.

It brought together leading LGBTIQ+
foundations and donor governments
focused on Asia and the Pacific

with the Australian philanthropic
community. The unique two-day
program focused on developing
strategies, sharing insights and
inventing new ways to work

together and respond to crises and
opportunities across the regions.

A breakout panel discussion on Day
1of the Human Rights Conference
enabled the organisers to report back
on key insights and developments
from the donor pre-conference.

In the days before and during the
Conference, representatives from
the Australian Government and other
foreign governments, the United
Nations and European Union met with
representatives from civil society
across Asia Pacific.

The Asia and Pacific pre-conference
events enabled human rights
defenders to present to senior

UN representatives, national
governments and the European Union
about key priorities and challenges
for their specific geographic areas.

Multilateral meetings and dialogues
also took place between government
representatives, the UN and the EU.
These representatives discussed
how they could work together with
civil society to support positive
change and regional and global
strategies.

— Georgia Matthews,

founder of GiveOut, Day 1

Self-organised caucus meetings provided a safe space for attendees
to gather and connect, build relationships and develop strategies for
collective work. In total, 981 people registered for 15 caucuses:

22




Donor pre-conference

Foyer spaces and common areas 23
across three levels of the ICC were Activators
animated with interactive, purpose- onsite

driven experiences for delegates
selected after a competitive
process to transform the space with
exhibitions and activations.

— 23 activators onsite from 5
countries, including Bangladesh,
USA, Fiji, Australia and Canada.

The activations included:
— Message walls

— Map plots

— Photo booths

— Time capsules

— Surveys

— Mind-art

— Creative activities

— Presenters corner

HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE REPORT
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Countries

Canada

USA
Bangladesh

Fiji

Australia

23



The Human Rights Conference was for everyone and the
inclusion of a broad spectrum of voices and a diversity of
experiences was vital to its success. This meant the conference
had to be accessible, inclusive, safe and affordable.

ECHCRE)

REDUCED PRICE
TICKETING MODEL

Scholars Mobtix Affordability
100% subsidised ticket 90% discount for Aboriginal discounts for small and large
and/or Torres Strait Islanders community organisations,

LGBTQIA+ change makers and
InterPride Members.

Scholarship Program for human

Of the three day passes allocated: rights defenders:
29% 25% 46%
Free Discounted rate Full price
presenters, Affordability, Mobtix InterPride, individuals,
scholars, partners, corporate,
invitations government

=

24



International Scholars Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander & Domestic Scholars

“Absolutely encouraging and empowering.”

“l connected with activists from across the world
and | learned different interventions on human rights
and mental health.”

“l am deeply touched that you gave me a scholarship.

I live in such a low income and have disabilities. | am usually
kept out of almost everything that | am interested in...
You’ve touched my heart and enriched my life.”

“Extremely well produced,
loved how inclusive it was,
and that it really was both
accessible and welcoming.”

“Accessibility options were
incredible, speakers were
world class, it had a friendly
but informative atmosphere,
— A Disability Inclusio and it was very inspiring!”
accessible to those with spec
“The most inclusive
conference | have ever
attended.”

live streaming platform with translation
e VPN licences in low-band width or hostile countries

quiet space

wheelchair access

well being lounge

Auslan interpretationin all sessions Prayerroom

peer support and counselling services
scholarships

HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE REPORT



The World is Watching

In the months and years leading up to Sydney
WorldPride, Equality Australia worked to
ensure the festival and Conference were
leveraged to achieve positive change at the
state, federal and regional level.

Yes! What’s Next?

The Equality Australia community
came together to call for “Yes!
What's Next?’ in the weeks before the
Conference.

Five years after Australia said ‘Yes’
to marriage equality, thousands of
people came together to call for law
reform, government commitments
to LGBTQIA+ health and wellbeing
and increased support for LGBTQIA+
human rights across Asia Pacific. This
mass mobilisation followed years of
conversations and advocacy with the
NSW and Federal governments by
LGBTQIA+ community organisations.

26

Australia’s first long-term strategy
and dedicated fund to promote
international LGBTQIA+ rights.

Sydney WorldPride provided a
unigue moment for Australia

to demonstrate leadership on
LGBTQIA+ human rights globally.
Together, the Global Philanthropy
Project (GPP) and Equality Australia
engaged intensively with the Foreign
Minister’s Office and DFAT, developed
arapid brief with key asks and built a
coalition of Asia and Pacific regional
partner organisations to advocate
for change. The coalition released a
major report Partnering with Pride:
The case for Australian action on
equality in our region.
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The Foreign Minister Senator Penny Wong announced a package of
reforms to coincide with the Conference that responded to the calls to

action in the report.

— A new dedicated Inclusion and Development Fund with an initial $3.5
million in 2023 to support LGBTQIA+ civil society organisations and
human rights defenders, international partnerships and networks in Asia

Pacific.

— A dedicated LGBTQIA+ human rights engagement strategy for the
region including bilateral and multilateral diplomacy, development and

humanitarian assistance.

— While no dedicated LGBTQIA+ special envoy was announced, it
was revealed that the newly appointed and first ever Human Rights
Ambassador would lead Australia’s advocacy for LGBTQIA+ equality,

supported by the Ambassador for Gender Equality.
— anew LGBTIQ unit within the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Equality Australia will continue to work with LGBTQIA+ community
organisations in the region and the GPP on the implementation of these

initiatives and to increase support and funding over time.

— Australia’s Foreign Minister Senator
Penny Wong, Day One

HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE REPORT
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— ACT Chief Minister Andrew Barr, Day One

Ten-year plan and $26 million
in funding for LGBTQIA+ health
research

After calls over many years by
LGBTQIA+ organisations such as
Conference Community Partners,
LGBTIQ+ Health Australia and
AFAQ, Assistant Health Minister
Ged Kearney announced a 10-year
national LGBTQIA+ health plan
and $26 million in research grants.
This represents the largest ever
investment in LGBTQIA+ research by
any government in Australia.

This announcement followed a
federal election commitment to
anational health consultation.
Early work from the consultation
underscored the urgent need for
action to tackle the disparities in
health outcomes experienced by
LGBTQIA+ people and the system-

wide challenges for our communities.

LGBTIQ+

INTERSEX
AUSTRALIANS

& @ —
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The ACT becomes the first place in
Australia to protect the rights of
intersex people in medical settings

The ACT Government announced it
would introduce legislation to stop
deferrable medical treatments on
people with innate variations of sex
characteristics until the personis old
enough to decide for themselves.
Chief Minister Andrew Barr told

the Conference his government
would also invest in support
services, establish a dedicated unit
at Canberra Hospital and provide
training packages to compliment the
law reform.

BREAKING NEWS

Report calls for oversight
of medical interventions
on intersex children.

The announcement followed
decades of advocacy and input

from intersex activists and allies,
particularly Conference Community
Partner, Intersex Human Rights
Australia. The Bill reflects many of
the recommendations from Equality
Australia’s report published to assist
Victoria and the ACT to develop
legislation, in which a legal model for
reform was proposed after extensive
consultation with intersex people and
their families.

Work continues to ensure the
passage of this legislation and the
adoption of similar reforms in other
states and territories.

— Australia’s Health Minister
Mark Butler, Day One

IN AUSTRALIA

Many intersex people still

don’t have a say about medical
procedures performed on their

Everyone should be
able to make their
own choices about
what happens to

bodies that modify their sex
characteristics.

Stand with the intersex
community to demand reforms
in every state and territory.




PARTNERING

WITH PRIDE
REPORT

The case for
Australian action 3%
on equality in
Asia and the
Pacific.

GET YOUR COPY |N BID

STAND WITH SURVIVORS:
SIGNTHE 3 POINT PLAN
TOEND LGBTQA+

WE STILL DON'T
KNOW HOW MANY
LGBTIO+ PEOPLE
LIVE IN AUSTRALIA

NSW Government commitments to
ban conversion practices and lobby
for Census reform

Sydney WorldPride also provided an
important focal point for advocacy
on issues impacting LGBTQIA+
communities in NSW.

Throughout 2022 and 2023,
thousands of members of the
Equality Australia community came
together behind a call for the NSW
parliament to ‘Act for Equality’.
Driven by LGBTQIA+ community
organisations, the Act for Equality
campaign calls for law, policy and
funding commitments including
ending conversion practices — one of
the key topics at the Conference.

In the lead up the Conference,
former NSW Premier Dominic
Perrotet announced the Coalition
would support legal change to end
so-called conversion therapy. This
followed independent member
for Sydney Alex Greenwich MP’s
announcement that he would
introduce a Bill to parliament
after the NSW election, and
acommitment by NSW Labor

that it would also legislate. This
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multipartisan commitment was

only made possible after concerted
advocacy, particularly by survivors of
conversion practices, and arguably
due to the focus on LGBTQIA+
equality brought about by Sydney
WorldPride.

At the Conference, former NSW
Minister Ben Franklin reiterated the
former Government’s support for the
ban and also pledged to lobby the
Federal Government on LGBTQIA+
inclusion in the Census, backing
change on another key issue of
concern for LGBTQIA+ communities
in Australia reflected in Equality
Australia’s ‘Count Us In’ campaign.

Building capacity, knowledge and
relationships for change

The Conference provided crucial
opportunities for civil society,
funders and decision makers to
gather, share priorities and strategise
about opportunities to collaborate
and effect change. Much of the value
of the Conference was outside the
formal program, found in the spaces
for networking, introductions, private
meetings and side events.

Let's ensure
LGBTIQ+ people
are properly

counted in the
2026 Census.

F

== Auystralian Bureau
of Statistics admits
to Census failure
and that change is
needed to count
LGBTIQ+ people

properly.

In the lead up to the Conference,
Equality Australia and the Global
Philanthropic Project were able to
convene meetings and discussions
between prospective funders —
public and private — and civil society
organisations. Given that Asia Pacific
is the most underfunded region in
the world, this was an important
opportunity to build the knowledge
and capacity of governments,
regional institutions such as the
European Union and private funders
about the pressing issues and
challenges facing civil society in Asia
Pacific and how to play a constructive
role in supporting positive change.

The donor pre-conference was the
first of its kind and brought together
Australian based philanthropic
organisations to learn from their
international counterparts, and an
increased focus on Asia Pacific for
philanthropic support. Over two days
the attendees unpacked how to move
the dial on the low levels of funding
for LGBTQIA+ causes in Australia,
relative to other causes, and in Asia
Pacific, relative to other regions.

29



Lasting Legacy

“It helped me to take my
advocacy and activism to the
next level.”

“This experience made me
realise where my passion really
lies... | resigned from my job and
am exploring opportunities to
join the movement for equality
and the betterment of queer
people everywhere.”

“Such a special experience, one
like no other, to come together
and have areal talk about the
issues impacting LGTBQIA+
people at home and abroad.”

“It was overwhelming...
excellent sessions, very
helpful volunteers, variety of
entertainments, met diverse
First Nation families.”

“Really well organised with an
impressive array of speakers —
truly inspiring.”

“Fabulous world-class
landmark event for Australia.”

Movement Building

The Human Rights Conference secured its place in
history as the centrepiece of the first WorldPride
festival ever to be held in the Asia Pacific region.

Our communities came together and brought to the world’s attention
vital LGBTQIA+ issues, shining a spotlight on injustices in every corner
of the globe, hearing about lived experiences first-hand and giving a
voice to the marginalised.

The format of the Conference was cutting edge, immersive and
experiential whilst also being accessible, safe and inclusive. Using

an intersectional lens, we concentrated on emerging issues such as
trans rights, decolonisation and law reform and focused on important
conversations like conversion practices, economic empowerment and
workplace inclusion.

We listened and learned and left this landmark event informed,
inspired and ready for the challenges ahead. Together, we laid new
ground to help build a world where all of us are safe, free and equal.

Accountability

Government commitments to
LGBTIQ+
progress in Australia and the region

Corporate commitment to
LGBTIQ+ equality

Social
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Building stronger networks

Skills development

Access to tools and mentoring

Networking and support

Funding opportunities




Traditionally carried over sweeping
distances, message sticks have
been passed between Aboriginal
communities for many thousands of
years to reinforce oral messaging.

In recognition of this a glass message
stick, handcrafted in remote
communities by Queer First Nations
people, was gifted to Washington DC
Pride which will in turn hand it on to
the next host city.

— Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG

— Isikeli Vulavou, Chief Executive
Officer for the Pacific Sexual and
Gender Diversity Network (PSGDN)

— Jessica Stern, US Special Envoy
to Advance the Rights of LGBTQI+
Persons
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The message stick was designed by
Felix, a trans, non-binary, First Nations
community member and approved by
the First Nations Advisory Committee
and First Nations board members. It
was handed over at the closing of the
Human Rights Conference by three
generations of Queer First Nations: a
Gadigal Traditional Owner, an elder
— Felix May and Felix.

— Brian Okollan, Kenyan
human rights defender

— Rod Brazier, alg
Deputy Secretary, Development and
Multilateral Group DFAT

— Yahia Zaidi, The Global Interfaith
Network GINSSOGIE

— Dede Oetomo, Indonesian activist
and founder of GAYa NUSANTARA
Foundation

— Alistair Stewart, Head of Research
and Advocacy, Human Dignity Trust
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